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Abstract

Ashraf Khan Hijri, son of Khushal Khan Khattak, was born in 1044 AH. He was the chief of Khattak
tribe and an acclaimed poet of his time. In his poetry, everything is clear about the conditions and
position of his time. His life seems to have been ruined by wars with the Mughals and disunity among
the Pashtuns. Ashraf Khan Hijri spent his entire life in prison due to the tyranny and cruelty of the
Mughal rulers. In the poems of nostalgic poets, distance from their country, region, people and family,
poverty, disunity among Pashtuns and the signs of cruelty of the rulers can be seen. Considering the
importance of the research, | wanted to provide information about nostalgia in the poems of Ashraf
Khan Hijri, in order to assess the social conditions of that time and place. Many examples of individual
and social nostalgia can be seen in Ashraf Khan Hijri's Diwan (Collection of Poems) as he spent his life
in prison away from the country, family and people with many examples of the past aspiration in his
poems. The purpose of this study is to find out what misfortunes have affected the poet's psyche, and
the nostalgia side is very prominent in his poetry. Of course, lack of books during the research was one
of the problems as no-one has done enough work in this area. This is a library research in which the
topic has been completed using a descriptive and analytical method.
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1. Introductions

Hijri is one of the classic period poets of literature in whose poetry all forms of poems can be
found. In his poems, all aspects of social life are clearly stated and all kinds of topics have
been covered in it. He has made everyone aware of his/her responsibilities in his poem. As
Hijri spent his life in wars with the Mughals and was also imprisoned by the ruler of that
time, so we can see many parts about the country, home, village, poverty and disunity among
the Pashtuns in his poems. Therefore, | first discussed the introduction of Ashraf Khan Hijri,
what is nostalgia? And found and analyzed many examples of the past aspiration in the Hijri
Diwan. Although in the beginning the lack of material was a problem, with the help of
friends, the research has been completed.

2. Background of the article

Many books have been written on Ashraf Khan Hijri’s life, art, historical achievements and
pride, but there is not much in his poems about the mentioned subject. Only Mohammad
Akbar Kargar has discussed it in a few verses in the collection of past aspirations of Pashto
poetry. So far, no-one has worked on the said subject and it is a new subject which shows its
value in the community.

3. Type and Method of Research
This is a library-based research in which topics are explored and completed using an
discriptive and analytical method.

4. Introduction of Ashraf Khan

Ashraf Khan Hijri, the son of Khushal Khan Khattak, the grandson of Shahbaz Khan, the
great grandson of Yahya Khan and the great-great grandson of Malik Akori, was born on (9t"
or 17", Ramadan, 1055 AH) (Hewadmal, 1380: 248) 111,

Khushal Khan Khattak in a Persian poem shows the date of Ashraf Khan's birth as follows:

Gl Jsl e s 4e (Shsl 4
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(Mangal, 1396:66) [
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Ustad Zarin Anzoor Says: Akbar Khan, the eldest son of
Khushal Khan Khattak, died seven days after his birth, so
Hijri is now considered Khan's eldest son. (Anzoor, 1364
Shamsi) (4,

In the 12th issue of Kabul Magazine1364 Shamsi, under the
title of Ashraf Khan Hijri, in an article on the imprisonment
and death of Ashraf Khan Hijri has written the following
points:

(Ashraf Khan Hijri, like his father, spends his entire life
fighting for the establishment of Khattak’s independent state
and fighting the enemy of his region.) So Aurangzeb's
representatives imprisoned him by cheating and deceiving
because Bahram Khan was aware of Ashraf Khan's
friendship with Syed Bahawallah Peshawari. Taking
advantage of the situation, he hired spies to capture Ashraf
Khan. When Ashraf Khan was the guest of Sayyed
Bahawallah, the same spies captured him and sent him from
Peshawar to Gwalior and then to Bejapore prisons in 1681.
After many hardships, he died in 1694. A poet named Azad
Khan has deduced the date of Ashraf Khan's death as
follows:

sopdedu Hy G a0
s 5h g (A i
Lgdé:\)\.ﬁajdc}.\i\}eﬁ

o el o 5 5SSl 48
(Osman, 1364: 65 — 66) %

5. Ashraf Khan’s Poetry

Hijri is one of the poets of the classical period who wrote
poems in both Pashto and Persian. In his poems all the
affairs of the time are evident which we can call the mirror
of social life. There are sonnets, elegy, quatrain, and other
forms of poetry in his Diwan (collection of poems). As most
of the poems of the imprisoned poet in India are based on
the memory of his homeland, poverty, separation from
home, disunity of the Pashtuns and many complaints against
the ruler of the time can be seen in his poems. Professor
Rashtin has the following opinion about him: (Hijri is the
owner of a high position in the literary school). (Reshteen,
1391 Shamsi: 106) B,

Ashraf Khan Hijri has written poems in Pashto and Persian
and has the same Diwan in each of these two languages. Not
only a major part, but also his entire Diwan was completed
in prisons in India. Prison and his mental state in the prison
have given a special and distinctive color to his poems.
After his father, Hijri is the only person who has written
poems in prison. In his Diwan, there are poems, sonnets,
quatrains, and so on which are also very rich in subject
matter. Different social, political, philosophical, religious
and romantic and other subjects are found in his poems.
According to Prof. Mohammad Nawaz Taayer, the ode, he
recited on the death of his father, is considered one of the
most highly regarded elegy of Pashto in terms of his artistic
power, emotional strength and artistic beauty (Hewadmal,
1393: 153).

In Culturist Khushal (Collection of Seminar Articles), the
following points have been said about Ashraf Khan's Poetry:
(His Pashto and Persian divans are the result of his bad days
of imprisonment and captivity, and one can infer from
studying it that it is about misery of prison, distance from
home, family, tribe and friends, helplessness and many other
deprivations.) have cast a special effect on his mind and
conscience.
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Grief and sorrow, pain and suffering, and sorrowfulness
have filled his prison poetry with charm and feeling of pain.
The knowledge and great talent in his poetry has filled the
poem with all the principles of poetry. The complaint from
the heavens and time is the true spirit of his poetry.
(Different Authors, 1389: 277) 4,

6. What is Nostalgia?
In “Andesha” magazine, an article under the title of
(Nostalgia in Persian Articles of Khwajah Abdullah Ansari)
on page 205, the writer says about nostalgia: (Translation
“In ancient literature, nostalgia is a topic that has
psychological roots, which is why many poets and writers
use this category to express their goals and show their inner
state. Nostalgia in Persian is interpreted as the sorrow of
poverty. The writer or poet misses his house and homeland
in which he had lived in the past, and is wishing to return to
it. In literature and art, this word includes a wide range such
as missing one’s hometown, archaism, grief of poverty, etc.
(Nazari, 1397: 205) @1,
Ustad Karger also has the following views about nostalgia:
(It is a psychological term that has found its way into
literature recently. Nostalgia is the yearning of poets or
writers which appears in their works considering their past
period and is presented to the readers by the poets or
authors. Today the term, (nostalgia) is interpreted and
described in two directions or in the presence of two sides,
one is individual and the other is social direction.
A. Individual: A direction or side through individual self-
awareness
B. Social: Recognized through social unconsciousness or
social self-awareness.

Nostalgia is a French word which is made of Greek “nostos”
meaning (return to the past) and "alogos" meaning (pain and
ache). In dictionaries, it is interpreted as past sorrows, the
sorrows of poverty and the pains of being away from home.
In literary research, nostalgia refers to the kind of beings on
the basis of which a poet or writer pays attention to the past
in his poems and articles. Or depicts the land and the
country that comes to his mind with so much sorrow and
pain. Perhaps this longing is the love and interest that the
poet or author has with his good political, religious and
economic conditions of his homeland during his childhood
and past period in his country. Nostalgia also has a number
of indicators, such as recollection of past memories and
inclinations, a return to the past, and a tendency to return to
one's homeland, archaism, myths, and taking refuge in the
world of aspiration. The presence of such features in the text
shows the poet's yearning towards the past or the poet's
inclination towards the future. In this context, the use of
archaism in relevant terms and the remembrance of time and
place are now widely used in contemporary poetry.
Nostalgia is divided into two parts, immediate and persistent
or permanent. In individual and immediate nostalgia, the
creator of the work has an inclination to the past in his body
and mind. Consecutive and persistent nostalgia is the whole
work of a poet or writer. The poet or writer, who is affected
by this kind of nostalgia, discusses his past throughout the
work (Karger, 1307: 5-6).

Professor Hashemi also talks about the past and present
memory of human beings: “In (Literature, human, dreams,
and archetypes), a collection of articles he states about
human memory and past memory as follows: Every human
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being's dreams are influenced by his or her psyche.
Psychological themes are stored words, accidents,
experiences, joys, sorrows, etc. from the inner world of a
human that sometimes appear in dreams, which start to
speak, take us back to the past, associate to good and bad
accidents, shorten long distances, turn a man into a child,
take us to the past and so on. (Hashemi, 1399: 112) [9],

7. Nostalgia in Ashraf Khan’s Diwan

Information about nostalgia was provided above. Now we
are going to find and analyze examples of nostalgia in Hijr’s
Diwan (Collection of Poems).

In the poems of the Diwan of Hijri, the reader will often find
poems that expresses patriotism and complaints from
separation from his country. The poet saw the torment of
prisons and then recited meaningful verses about his
homeland, friends, brothers and his people. Look at the
following poem which clearly shows Ashraf Khan's
patriotic emotions:

‘sledt—ﬂu.ésdﬁb)gd‘j_l‘h

GO e oA iS4y L5 o
Sl s sy Jlay s
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(5308 2 ol il 435 sk 4y 4
(Osman, 1364:69) B
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In the darkness of the prison in Bejapore, the poet expresses
the vivid thoughts of the past memories of patriotism as
follows:

SR e dy s 5 Jue Gl
\SJ)MMA é,}é\ﬁ\)é\&)}.\\;ﬂ.ﬁ
sHy el et a0 s

LS 581 5 Jem gy et 5
(Osman, 1364 Shamsi: 69 — 70) [

In the above verses, he narrates the conditions of his time in
prison, his love and affection for his homeland and
expresses the poet's nostalgic aspiration for patriotism.
Similarly, he has expressed his love for his homeland in a
part of his sonnet that he wrote in Bejapore prison.

p S Uhsda s ala g e
@2old Sl aay & @ aS slan
(Osman, 1364: 72)

Ashraf Khan Hijri connects his love for his friend with the
love of his homeland and writes with his poetic skills:

S Y 54 Fre o Lo 4888 Jh
2 b 94 3 g i aa gl i
(Osman, 1364:72) B

His following poem in Bejapore prison is also full of high
patriotism:
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The above verses depict the situation of Bejapore and talks
about patriotism that lies in the heart of the poet who is torn
apart by the separation of friends. Even if he becomes a king
in Deccan, he will not have a good time due to being far
from home.

oy Sl S ey S
‘;&)ﬁgg)ﬁ@g;}‘gﬁ‘\.\So\A)\ﬂ
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(Hijri, 2001: 211) 42

The siege of Gurbat's army and the grief of separation are
what have affected the poet's mind and the grief of
separation has taken away his consciousness. In the
following verses, the poet makes his decision about the
world and eternal life as follows:

G2 —aiia oo J e Liiad

63 ASa ) (S siul 3da )0 Sa
o e 450 58 (ilaa oy >

B3 i ssledsia (o I e G
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(Hijri, 2001: 353) 12

The most important thing for a poet is to show no interest in
the world and to think of eternal residence instead. Because
this world is mortal, we have to work for the hereafter.
There is no happiness and it worsens day by day. Elsewhere,
He says hello to Roh Mountains with the following points
and similarly, he says ‘Salaam” to the youth of his
homeland.

S8 4053 s >0l
S s Pl Ay Al e oDl
cJS )AU:: LYBY) A4l o
sisad ulin S )55 o>
(Hijri, 2001:380) [22

In the upper quadrant, Hijri shows spending day and night in
prison as one of the reasons for the distance and separation
from his homeland. And saying salaam to the young men
and women of his homeland remind us of his patriotic past.
Elsewhere, he makes such a decision about his own destiny.

ou&‘)}\gieﬁﬁdﬁhMMJ&
i 31545 5 sl b 53 5 S 4
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(Hijri, 2001: 284) [*2

Hijri complains to the ruler of the time, “I spent several
springs in prison, but my fate is still unknown. The pain
increases day by day and my body becomes weaker”. The
following verses refer to the memory of his past.

LS Cush e pidaa 330 o2 0)
LS Cuma sl sad o La
S Js)4 e alda S
S by o oul ly (g oo biae
Adjgaale) oloaa gal S4i4d pa
1S Calge Y (5L |y e Lizad
(Hijri, 2001: 45) 12

Hijri describes the state of old age and considers it as talking
to the fire. He adds that separation will kill him, but it is a
matter of destiny that he faces. In the following couplets, he
describes the ruler.

&Lﬂéhﬁab)}_:ﬂ&»e}jubj
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(Hijri, 2001: 54) 12

Hijri complains about the tyranny of the ruler of the time.
No-one asks me about my condition and no one listens to
me. He expresses the sad dream of oppression in his own
words. In the following couplets, the poet describes the
signs of separation and oppression of his past.

Sl bae om e Sl

Lfe S5 lan 4 o adina
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(Hijri, 2001: 54) 12

Many examples of the past can be seen in his nostalgic
poems, one of which is the past dream of remembering
youth. Hijri longs for youth and complains about the
tyranny of the ruler of the time. In his poetry, he has shown
signs of separation and oppression of his past. The
following verses refer to his memory of the homeland.

s (oo e Ay D 2 4duas
ST RS EPIEBTEEIB
S US4 AS 2y e D) gea (S
m o 4y b sabhage i di
Al ad o )5 (250 e b 430 )
p2 s S  Sin 5 L3 olal (o
(Hijri, 2001: 128) 112
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In Hijri’s poetry, he seems to have been affected badly by
the fire of separation from his homeland, people, family and
others. Separation melts his heart and tells the story of
Ranthambore's prison in his poems. The poet also laments
his fate and says:

paS AR o))l 4B e )5
¢S S g July e i
LA)}"}:‘A}-.‘\)-_’\_aaAdjo))}d
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(Hijri, 2001: 129) 2

In the above verses, the poet complains about his luck and
says that the fruit of patience is sweet, but my destroyed me.
I have no cure, because the period of patient people always
bears fruit, but my fate is totally different. In another poem,
he decides about his fate:

435i it ad oy 5 G
MJQSDJMJJ‘@JL?@@
adae) s LS4 Jy ) das
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(Hijri, 2001: 170) &

Hijri states that the fate of life does not change with much
fighting. Everything is written in destiny, no matter how
much human struggles, he will face his eternal destiny. In
the following verses, he shows dissatisfaction from the
world and makes such a decision about his status and
himself:

sl S Glea 2 S
8 S 4 gl Ry S g e 2
(Hijri, 2001: 176) 1*2

Even if someone sits on a throne of kingdom in foreign
country under the rule of other people, it will be a prison for
him. Your homeland is your real country. Hijri also seems
to be saddened by the deception of the world and
remembers his place of birth. In the following verses he
expresses his longing for life in following words:

AR g Mo A al s
A Lo e 4i g la (U o
3Ly (o Sde e 4y U e
S 183 a Jhb s 2l 1
(Hijri, 2001: 234) 12

In individual nostalgia, the memory of youth and believing
the age that human will live forever is impossible because
“Man is mortal” and these hopes are false. Hijri also does
not aspire to the past and prepares for eternal life. There is a
translation of the verse in the Holy Qur'an that everything is
mortal. The following couplets describe the cry of his
wounded heart:
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Ashraf Khan Hijri considers separation from his homeland
to be a reason of his broken heart, which has affected his
soul and Psyche. He says that his imprisonment in Bijapur
and separation from his homeland is an eternal part of his
destiny. Hijri, a prisoner in Deccan, considers himself as a
prisoner of love with his homeland.

3 (83 43 5 S 2 odhy i 4S
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(Hijri, 2001: 262) (2

Although Hjri was imprisoned in Deccan, his homeland has
a special place in the home of his heart. The above couplets
says that his empty body was in Deccan, but his soul and
Psyche were in his homeland and in love with it.

8. Suggestions

My suggestion to literature lovers is to study Hijri’s Diwan
carefully and attentively in order to get information about
his thoughts and opinion. Also, we should learn from his
military deeds and achievements. In addition to it, other
nostalgic aspects of Hijri, an imprisoned poet away from his
homeland, should be analyzed and presented to the readers.

9. Consequence

Nostalgia is a psychological term which talks about the pain
of being away from home, separation form beloved ones,
cruelty and powerlessness, suffering from poverty, and so
on. In recent years, it also has found its way to Pashto
Literature. There are many poets who have pointed out the
mentioned issues in their poetry. One of them is Ashraf
Khan Hijri, a poet of classic period in whose poems the
pains of homeland, Disunity of Pashtuns, poverty and
memories of his past are very vivid because social factors
and being imprisoned by the rulers of that time influenced
his poetry a lot. Considering these points, | decided to
present the social status of the mentioned poet to literature
lovers. In conclusion, | would like to say that readers will
now have enough information about the poet’s social status
after the description and analysis of individual and social
nostalgia in Hijri’s Diwan.
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